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Asian American Leadership Conference for 
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Columbia University

http://www.aaacolumbia.org
aaacrossroads@gmail.com
Columbia University’s Asian American Alliance (AAA)

Founded in the spring of 1995, Asian American Alliance aims to create a sense of awareness and actively facilitate an open dialogue on pertinent issues between the many voices of Asian American students within Columbia University and the extended community. Striving to serve and promote the diverse interests of the Asian American community, AAA works to educate, organize and mobilize in order to cultivate a common understanding and a greater respect for the APIA community.

One of the largest organizations at Columbia University, the Asian American Alliance has over 1,200 members on its mailing list represented by all schools and disciplines of the undergraduate, graduate, faculty, and administrative population of the University as well as individuals and organizations beyond Columbia. Our executive board comprises of 30 students from Columbia College (CC), the School of Engineering and Applied Sciences (SEAS), Barnard College (BC), and General Studies (GS). The Asian American Alliance is an organization that seeks to work with the administration, APIA and all students of color groups at Columbia to reach out to members of the university and the outside community at large.

The APIA community at Columbia University is in a perpetual state of transformation. Inherent in the structure and goals of the organization is the ability to change in conjunction with evolving issues facing the APIA community. Nevertheless, AAA will remain true to its fundamental goal of serving the community by dedicating itself and its resources to student activism.
As we stand at this crossroads of history, the eyes of all people in all nations are once again upon us - watching to see what we do with this moment; waiting for us to lead.


- President Barack Obama
The Conference 


A crossroad represents a point at which a crucial decision must be made that will have far reaching consequences.  As of the 2005 census, almost 15 million Americans identify as Asian or Pacific Islander.  While the APIA community has come a long way in terms of overcoming discrimination, fighting stereotypes, having representation in sports, media, politics, business and various other areas of society, we still have a lot to learn from each other and ourselves.  We still have a lot that we can accomplish.


The Asian American Alliance at Columbia University will host its first ‘Crossroads’ leadership conference on Saturday, April 10th, 2010.  All high school students are encouraged to apply.  Delegates will work closely with student leaders at Columbia University. We hope to provide delegates with information, history, leadership skills, and a network of peers from which they can benefit from to become the next of generation of leaders.  

Important Dates:

March 26th, 2010 @ 11:59pm: Application Deadline (email applications to aaacrossroads@gmail.com; strongly preferred)

- Applicants will be notified of application decisions via email within a week of this date
April 10th, 2010: Crossroads Conference 
Please email aaacrossroads@gmail.com with any questions, comments, or concerns.  

April 10th, 2010
Schedule:

10:00 – 10:30AM
Registration

10:30 – 11:00

Opening Ceremonies
11:10 – 11:40
 
Ice Breakers/ Identity 

11:50 – 12:50 
Workshop 1: Asian American History/ Asian American Activism
1:00 – 1:45

Lunch

2:00 – 3:00

Workshop 2: Electives (see next page)

3:10 – 4:10
Workshop 3: Leadership Training

4:20 – 4:50

Debrief/Evaluations

5:00 – 6:00

Closing/Ice Cream Social
Workshops

All workshops will be broken into small groups to encourage discussion.  Different facilitators will lead required workshops, but all subject matter will be the same.  Elective workshops will be led by different facilitators and will also take place in small groups. 
Asian American History: A required workshop for all new conference delegates.  This workshop will explore major events in history that have impacted the Asian American community.  Knowledge of such history will provide a strong background for not only the rest of the conference but for any future undertakings related to Asian American activism.  

Asian American Activism: Required workshop for all returning students to Crossroads.  This workshop will discuss activism within and around the Asian American community, events that have transpired, and how APIAs have responded.  

Leadership Training: The second required workshop; this workshop will engage all delegates in a leadership activity that will challenge and develop their leadership skills and styles.  
Electives: (4)
· Are Asian Americans Sexy?  How did you first learn about sex? Your parents? Your friends? School? Television?  How has your education about sex shaped how you view sex and sexuality today? This workshop will explore the ways in which Asian Americans have come to view sex, how these views are influenced by the media, what this means for future of sexual outlooks and portrayals, and finally try to answer the question: are Asian Americans sexy? 
· The New Decade: Asian American Representation: Can you name three Asian American politicians? Do you feel your congressman truly represents your interests? 2010 will be an important year for Asian Americans. The Census will be another indication for how the United States government prioritizes Asian Americans in terms of funding, programming, etc. Come learn about the current state of Asian American representation in the United States, from Asian American leaders, organizations, the communities that support them, and the implications for the future.
· Anti-Asian American Hate: Last December, 26 Asian American students were targeted and attacked at South Philadelphia High School by a group of other students.  In 2005, Huang Chen was murdered while delivering Chinese food in Queens, NY.  He was only 18 years old.  These are only two of many instances of hate crimes and hate incidents that have targeted the Asian American community, the history of which goes back many years.  Have you ever heard of Vincent Chin?  This workshop will discuss as Asian Americans as targets of hate, why such events have persisted over time, and how the Asian American community can respond appropriately.  
· Asian Americans YouTubers: Nigahiga, KevJumba, Community Channel, David Choi, Happy Slip, Pyrobooby, TimothyDeLaGhetto, Michelle Phan, Bubbiosity, WongFu Productions, mychonny, Cathy Nguyen… the list goes on. The number of Asian American rising stars on YouTube has grown exponentially ever since the launch of the site a little more than 5 years ago. However, for over a century, Asian actors have been trying to break into the mainstream media in Hollywood, and for many decades, Hollywood executives have been reluctant to cast Asian Americans in prominent roles. How does the recent proliferation of Asian YouTube stars go against this Hollywood pattern? How do you think that this will affect future Asian American visibility in the media?
Application Form
We plan to accept no more than 50 students to the conference.  Please fill out this application carefully and thoughtfully if you are interested in attending.  

Biographical Information:

Name __________________________________________________________________

Current Address __________________________________________________________

City _____________________________ State _________ Zip Code________________

Permanent Address _______________________________________________________

City _____________________________ State _________ Zip Code________________

Home Phone __________________________ Cell Phone _________________________

Email Address(s) _________________________________________________________

High School _____________________________________________________________

Circle One: 
Freshman
Sophomore
  Junior
Senior

Faculty

Circle One:  

Male 

Female

Emergency Contact: ______________________________________________________

Home Phone __________________________ Cell Phone _________________________

Relationship to Applicant __________________________________________________

Have you previously attended the Crossroads Conference? 

Circle One: 

Yes

No

Optional:

Ethnic Background _______________________________________________________

Number of years your family has been living in the United States __________________

Short Answer Questions

1. What issues affecting Asian Americans are most important to you and why?

2.  Why do you want to attend ‘Crossroads 2010’?  What do you hope to gain from the conference?  If you have already attended Crossroads, why do you want to return? 

Word Associations (Just for Fun!) (
Please write down one or two words that you associate with the words given:

Asian American
______________________________

Voice


______________________________

Power


______________________________

Beauty


______________________________

Electives: Please rate your preferences for the following workshops (1 being the most preferred, 3 being the least preferred):

______ Are Asian Americans Sexy?

______ The New Decade: Asian American Representation

______ Anti-Asian American Hate

______ Asian Americans YouTubers
Extracurricular Activities(can include summer, work, volunteering experience)
Please fill out this form or attach a separate resume that includes all of the following information: 

Activity or Award

Years Involved 
Hrs/Week
Position Held

____________________
9    10    11    12
________
__________________

____________________
9    10    11    12
________
__________________

____________________
9    10    11    12
________
__________________

Please list any honors/awards you have received, when you received them, and what the honor/award recognized:

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Please email all completed forms to aaacrossroads@gmail.com by 11:59PM on March 26th, 2010 or send via post mail to 7132 Lerner Hall, 2920 Broadway, New York, NY 10027.  Applications sent via post mail must be received by March 26th, 2010.

**EMAIL APPLICATIONS ARE PREFERRED**
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